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CONFIDENTIAL PONTA DELGADA 0238 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, PO 

SUBJECT: FLA LEADER RETURNS TO AZORES 
REF: PONTA DELGADA 0233(DTG 06133 1Z APR 78) 

SUMMARY: FLA LEADER JOSE DE ALMEIDA RETURNED TO THE AZORES APRIL 
7 FROM A TRIP TO EUROPE AND POSSIBLY AFRICA. IN SPITE OF THE 
OUTSTANDING ARREST WARRANT (REFTEL), NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO 
DETAIN ALMEIDA. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AZOREAN LIBERATION FRONT (FLA) LEADER JOSE DE ALMEIDA RETURNED 
TO THE AZORES APRIL 7 FOLLOWING A SWING THROUGH EUROPE AND POSSIBLY 
AFRICA TO RAISE SUPPORT FOR THE SEPARATIST MOVEMENT. ADDRESSING 

A LARGE GATHERING OF FAITHFUL AT PONTA DELGADA AIRPORT, ALMEIDA 
CLAIMED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED "SUPPORT AND UNDERSTANDING" IN VARIOUS 
EUROPEAN NATIONS, BUT DID NOT ELABORATE. ALMEIDA NEITHER 
CONFIRMED NOR DENIED SPECULATION THAT HE HAD VISITED AFRICA 
AS WELL. 

2. WITH THE EXISTENCE OF AN OUTSTANDING ARREST WARRANT FOR 
JOSE DE ALMEIDA (REFTEL) THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE CONCERN THAT THE 
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ARREST WOULD BE ATTEMPTED IMMEDIATELY UPON HIS RETURN TO THE 
AZORES. UPON DEPLANING AT SANTA MARIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, 

ALMEIDA WAS REPORTEDLY SURROUNDED BY A DOZEN OR SO SANTA MARIAN 
SUPPORTERS WHO "PLEDGED TO DIE FOR THEIR LEADER IF NEED BE". AS 
NO CONNECTING FLIGHT WAS IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE BETWEEN SANTA MARIA 
AND SAO MIGUEL ISLAND, FORTY FIVE SUPPORTERS CHARTERED A SATA 
AIRCRAFT AND FLEW TO SANTA MARIA TO PICK UP ALMEIDA. AT PONTA 
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DELGADA AIRPORT HE WAS GREETED BY FIVE HUNDRED TO ONE THOUSAND 
VEHEMENT SUPPORTERS. NO ATTEMPT OF ANY SORT WAS MADE TO ARREST 
ALMEIDA. 

3. 

3. COMMENT: LOCAL AUTHORITIES' DESIRES THAT ALMEIDA NOT BE 
ARRESTED NOR TAMPERED WITH ARE QUITE UNDERSTANDABLE. IT IS FELT 
HERE THAT DESPITE AN APPARENT DESIRE BY UNKNOWN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 
FIGURES THAT ALMEIDA BE PUT BEHIND BARS, LOCAL OFFICIALS WILL 
MANAGE TO AVOID, FOR SOME TIME, SUCH ACTION FOR FEAR OF THE 
CONSEQUENCES. HOWEVER, IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT ALMEIDA, 

DESIRING CENTRAL GOVERNMENT "PROVOCATION ", WILL CONTINUE TO UP THE 
ANTE UNTIL CENTRAL GOVERNMENT PRESSURE FOR LOCAL ACTION AGAINST THE 
FLA BECOMES UNBEARABLE. 
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